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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Wow what a term. As always, we have been very 

busy but so delighted and grateful that the children 

are back in and have had much more normality. 

They have been an absolute delight and shown our 

school values in force. They showed this today at our 

harvest celebration in the church – it was so heart-

warming to be welcomed back there and we all felt 

like it was a special time.  

This week, I showed prospective new parents 

around. Our Year 6 helpers talked about how special 

our school is and it was so lovely to see it in action. 

We saw classes singing, experiencing outdoor 

learning, immersed in their topic – I felt very proud of 

each and every one of them.  

Everyone deserves the week off as the staff and 

children have worked exceptionally hard this term. 

Hopefully when we return, we will be able to 

welcome parents back into school – we are 

monitoring the situation carefully as I am sure you all 

are and know of a number of local schools that have 

been hit with increased numbers again. We will 

continue to maintain the regular handwashing in 

place along with increased ventilation (ensure 

children have jumpers/coats) to help with this. We 

really miss having everyone in.  

Have a wonderful week, Mrs Capel 

Dates for the Diary 
 
Term 2 
4th November – School Photos 
4th November – Diwali 
12th November – Children in Need  
15th November – Anti Bullying week 
15th November – Learning Meetings week 
8th December – EYFS/KS1 Christmas Nativity Performance 
9th December -  EYFS/KS1 Christmas Nativity Performance 
10th December – Christmas Jumper Day 
10th December – Whole school theatre trip 
13th December – Reception Christmas lunch 
13th December – KS2 Church Carol Service 
14th December – KS1 Christmas lunch 
15th December – Year 3 & 4 Christmas lunch 
16th December – Year 5 & 6 Christmas lunch 
17th December – End of Term 2 
 

 
  

 
 
1st November 2021 
4th January 2022 
18th February 2022  
 6th June 2022   

Absences and arrivals/early collection 

Thank you for all of your support and understanding whilst 

we have had a slimmed down office for most of the term. 

One aspect of office life we have really recognised has a 

huge impact is how much time it takes taking children who 

are late into class, collecting children who are leaving early 

(we absolutely recognised that at times both are these are 

unavoidable) and phoning to check on absences as we 

haven’t been notified – it would be really helpful if we can 

avoid having to do this so that we are able to concentrate 

on the children’s learning and their time in school.  
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Children in Need 

On Friday 19th November we 

will be celebrating Children in 

Need. The children are 

welcome to come to school in 

non-school uniform. The 

theme this year is ‘Heroes’, 

but if your child would rather wear something else they are 

welcome to. You can also make a £1 donation towards the 

charity. Your child can bring their money into the classroom 

where the teacher will have a pot to collect them. 

Throughout the day the children will also be taking part in 

some fun activities! 

 
Y6 Parents – Secondary 

School Transition 

 

Secondary School applications are now open on the 

South Gloucestershire website. Please click on the 

link below to access this and input your choices. The 

deadline for admissions is 31st October 2020. 

https://find-information-for-adults-children-
families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/adv
ice.page?id=12VIUlCdFLs 
 

Values Certicates 
 
As it was the end of the term, our values certificates were for one child in each 
class who had shown the value all term. They received a different certificate to 
reflkect this amazing acheivment, along with our very frist values badge. We will 
continue with this at the end of every term. They did all of course get to enjoy hot 
chocolate with Mrs Capel in the staffroom too! 
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Armstrong RF 
 
Wow year 1! What a fantastic first term we have had 
together. Armstring RF have really embraced this terms 
value of friendship in all they do. At the beginning of the 
term, they amazed me with all of the creative ideas they 
came up with when we were describing the tin forest and 
the animals that live in there. 
In maths, we have got so 
much better at using our 
numbers and have built on thei 
knowledge to begin to add and 
subtract. In art, we have used 
Andy Warhol as an inspiration 
to create some fantastic pop 
art pictures. Well done year 1! 
I can’t wait to see what term 2 
brings.  

King SBG 

We have truly settled into being top of the school this 

term! Everyone has commented on how well King 

SBG have modelled the school values around the 

school. King have worked hard to encourage and 

support each other in some pretty challenging 

activities so far; I know that they all deserve some 

rest, reading and relaxation time at half term! 

               

Newton JB 
 
 Newton JB have settled 
into year 3 brilliantly. It 
has been great to see all 
the hard work they have 
put in during the term. 
They are inquisitive and 

thoughtful and have 
produced some lovely work 
in art, english, science and 
maths.  
 Next term we are going to 
be looking indepth at 
mountains in geography, 
rocks and soils in science 

and creating christmas decorations in D.T.  
 The MaD Olympiad was a really great opportunity for year 
3 to show their sporty side and they were fantastic in 
individual and team events. I am looking forward to the next 
sports event to see what we have in store! 
 We have really pushed ourselves in our Schools Marathon 
challenge and it shows what we can achieve when we put 
our best foot forward.  
 Well done to everyone who is taking part in a crew – you’ll 
do us proud!  

 

Armstrong AM/MN 

Armstrong had a 

fantastic start to 

the year. From 

showing off their 

creativity in art and 

making printing blocks of Saint Thomas Becket to 

learning all about our village and thinking about how 

friendship is shown within our community. It has been 

lovely to see them getting stuck into their learning 

and taking on any challenges in Year 2! Well done!  
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Newton GJ 
 
What a great first term of year 4! I have loved teaching you 
about the Maya, states of matter 
and watching you scoop the 
reading trophy twice (at least)! 
Above all, I’ve loved watching 
you all really embody our school 
values, especially our term 1 
value friendship by being great 
friends to each other but also 
sending letters and art work to a 
residential care home we have 

been partnered with in a 
project to suport people 
who have felt more lonely 
due to COVID.  
 
I’m also impressed with the 
effort you are all putting in 
with our virtual London 
Marathon challenge!  
 

 
I’m looking forward to term 2 already but first… 
                            HAPPY HALF TERM! 

King AB 

We have had a super start to Year 5. We have 

enjoyed learning about the 

Romans and finished off this 

term with our Roman day 

including chanting and a 

delicious feast. In Art, we have 

also enjoyed being creative 

and were inspired by our artist of the term – Gaudi. 

Everyone was able to produce a fantastic final piece 

using oil pastels. As a class, we have also won the 

reading trophy several times showing real 

determination and focus to improve your reading – 

keep this up! Our PE sessions have allowed us to be 

competitive whilst cheer for and support our 

classmates, demonstrating our term 1 value of 

friendship.  

I hope you all have a lovely, 

restful half term and come back 

energised, ready to take on 

Term 2. Happy Half Term King  

AB.  

Seacole CD 

Seacole have had a great start to school! They have settled in well and made some new friends. We completed 

phase 2 in phonics, learnt all about numbers 1-5, learnt about balance in PE, autumn in forest school and primary 

colours in expressive arts and design. We have made pumpkin pies to help with our alliteration skills. We read the 

Gruffalo story in the forest and acted it out, we even had a visit from the fox! We also learnt how to play tag rugby 

and how to be cheerleaders. We have been super busy! I hope you have a great half term and a well deserved 

rest.. 
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Reading  

This week’s results are:  
        

Armstrong RF– 61% 
Armstrong AM – 58% 
Armstrong MN – 71% 
Newton JB – 68% 
Newton GJ –  93% 
King AB – 93% 
King SBG – 81% 
 

Well done to King AB and Newton GJ who both 

scored 93%! Can any other year groups meet our 

target of 90% next week? Don’t forget that reading 

regularly is part of our homework expectations.  

TimesTables Rockstars! 
 
Well done to our Pucklechurch 
Top Rockers this week! These 3 
students have accessed TT 
Rockstars the most out of 
everyone in the whole school this 
week.  
1. Ellie May (King SGB) 
2. Sebastian (King AB) 
3. Ben (Newton GJ) 

Artists of the Term! 

Well done to the artists of the term! You have worked so hard to develop your skills in sketching, creating colours, 

printing and developed your understanding of different artists. 

Congratulations to: Edward in Seacole, Willow in Year 1, Holly and Hetty in year 2, Piper-May in Year 3, Alfie in 

Year 4, Layla in Year 5 and Vivianna in Year 6. Please go and check out our artists in the local Pucklechurch Post 

Office! 

 

Harvest 

“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the 

trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord” (Leviticus 27:30) 

 
Harvest festivals have been celebrated since ancient times. One tradition 
teaches that the harvest festival used to be celebrated on 1st August and was called Lammas, meaning 
'loaf Mass'. Farmers made loaves of bread from the new wheat crop and gave them to their local church 
where they were then used as the communion bread during a special thanksgiving service. On 1st 
October 1843, Rev. Robert Hawker held the first Harvest Thanksgiving Service in his Anglican church at 
Morwenstow in Cornwall. He wanted people to say 'thank-you' to God for the harvest. 
  
This has remained a tradition ever since. Although it isn’t an exclusively Christian festival, the tradition of 
giving at harvest-time is found in the Bible. The Jewish people would give a tenth of the harvest to God. 
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This was known as a tithe, “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from 
the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord” (Leviticus 27:30) 
  
In this country, farmers used to give a tithe of everything that came from the ground. They would give 
their crops, wool, or milk, which totalled an agreed amount of their yearly profits.  Tithes were often given 
to help support the local church and its clergy (church workers). Grain was stored in huge tithe barns, 
many of which can still be seen today. Although this law no longer exists, many Christians still choose to 
give a tithe of the money they earn - 10% or more - to help with the work of the church. 
  
Today, many UK churches have a Harvest Thanksgiving service. The church building may be decorated 
with a display of flowers and food, perhaps including a large loaf in the shape of a wheat sheaf. Often 
people bring more gifts of food to add to the display during the church service. Afterward, the food will be 
sold to raise money for charity, or given directly to those in need. At harvest-time, the sharing of food 
helps Christians to remember that all good gifts come from God. Giving is a way of saying thank you to 
God in a practical way whilst remembering that He commanded all people to love and care for others. 

 
Lord God, we thank you for Harvest time.  
We thank you for all of the food we can enjoy every day, without having to worry.  
We’re sorry when we are not grateful for the abundance of food we get to choose from everyday.  
Help us to remember those less fortunate than us in the UK and across the world.  
Amen 
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Conkerama 
Thank you so much to the PTA for their hard work in organising Conkerama yesterday! It was our first live event in 
 quite some time and it was great to see everyone all together, supporting our school. Here is just a snippet of the 
fun! 
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Harvest celebration 

It was lovely to see all of the 
children celebrating harvest today. 
The children showed their 
appreciation for this festival at our 
local church by sharing their 
learning about harvest as well as 
producing some beautiful harvest 

art work to feature alongside their learning. It has been lovely to 
hear their ideas and thoughts and demonstrate our school values 
towards this important celebration.  
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Reverse Advent Calendar 

Our value for Term 2 is ‘Generosity’. We’re sure you will agree that one of the best ways to show the value of 

generosity is by donating to people who are less fortunate than ourselves which is why, this year, we will be taking 

part in the North Bristol Foodbank’s Reverse Advent Calendar so that everyone can spread a little Christmas joy 

and help people to have the Christmas celebrations with their families that they deserve.  

How does it work? 

The reverse advent calendar operates a month early so that the foodbank can distribute these items to families 

throughout December so for each day of November, the Advent Calendar below has a different item of food which 

we would like you to bring to school.  

What shall I bring in? 

Remember that everything should be ambient (not fresh fruit or vergetables  and not kept in a fridge or 

freezer).  

When shall I bring in the items? 

So that you aren’t having to remember to bring different items on different days, you can collect any items for each 

week of  the reverse advent calendar and bring them to school on a Friday.   

mailto:admin@pucklechurchprimary.org.uk
http://www.pucklechurchprimary.org.uk/


   

Issued weekly  
Email: admin@pucklechurchprimary.org.uk 
www.pucklechurchprimary.org.uk 
 
 

22 October 
2021  
Issue 113 

Where shall I bring them? 

You can give them to your child to give to their class teacher or we will have a donations box in the office area to 

drop them into.  

How can I help further? 

If you can spare Bags for Life or Christmas gift bags to transport the items to the Food Bank and for the Food Bank 

to distribute the items, please give these to your child’s teacher or drop off at the office with your donations.  

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! 
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CSET Half Term active challenge. 
 
Our school sports partnership have created a fun half term challenge to have a go at during the holidays.  
Can you achieve a gold certificate by ticking off at least 6 challenges from the list? 
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