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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Most of you will remember that the children who 
were awarded values certificates used to get to 
come and have hot chocolate and marshmallows 
with me on Fridays as a very special reward but 
also to motivate everyone to always show our 
school values and do our very best. This is part of 
our behaviour strategy which focuses on rewarding 
positive behaviour and to reward children for going 
'above and beyond'. Sadly because we are trying 
to keep bubbles apart we can no longer do this 
which has bothered me as I feel it’s so important 
for the children and one of my favourite parts of the 
week. From next week I shall be sending home a 
little hot chocolate treat for children who receive 
the certificates along with their certificate 
explaining what they have been noticed for. This 
isn't quite the same experience for any of us which 
does make me sad but I am hoping will feel that 
little bit extra special for the children going forward. 
We hope this adds to their reward for a brilliant 
achievement.   
 
Mrs Capel 
 

 

Dates for the diary 2020-2021 T1-2 
 
No parental attendance at any events in Term1/2 
 
Term 1  

19th October at 930am – Virtual Parent forum 
(email office for the link) 
22nd October – Harvest Festival, held in school 
 
Term 2  
9-12th November – Learning Meeting week (virtual) 

27th November – Flu 
Immunisations 
 
Friday 23rd October 2020 
Monday 4th January 2021 
Friday 28th May 2021 
Wednesday 21st July 2021 

Parent Forum 

 
Normally we would invite you in for an informal chat 
and to catch up on anything you wish to discuss but 
haven’t been able to do this. We have decided to run 
our first virtual parent forum on Monday 19th October 
at 930am. If you would like to attend, please drop an 
email to the school office who will send you the link. 
If there is an agenda item you would like to raise, 
please let us know this. We hope to see you there. 

3 tier blended learning plan  
 
We are well prepared in case of a partial or full 
school closure again.  In brief here are the 3 ways 
we will support families:   
1. If a child has to isolate due to someone in their 
family having a positive test or due to 
quarantine/shielding - we will share school planning 
and staff will email/call weekly.  
2. If a class has to isolate for 2 weeks due to a 
positive case in staff or children - video lessons and 
daily work set on google classroom and weekly calls 
with teachers or the TA (if they are well).   
3. If there is a local or national closure of school - as 
tier 2 but with weekly calls from teachers and TAs, 
along with whole school google classroom activities 
to keep everyone connected. 
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Curriculum 
 
Like all schools in the UK, we are looking at helping children who may have some gaps as a result of 
lockdown. We are working hard to take this at an appropriate pace for the children as part of our 
recovery curriculum approach. However, as many parents have spoken to us about this and asked 
about the best way to support children at home, we thought we would summarise some ideas.   
  
In reading children need daily practice, particularly if they didn’t read every day at home during 
lockdown.  
How you can help: Read with your child every day, and practicing phonics if they are KS1.  
 
In writing, lots of children have lost some stamina to write and many need to practice their handwriting in 
order to regain their fluency. The school is looking to buy a new handwriting scheme to support this and 
will be giving parents some tips on how to help with this at home in coming weeks. How you can help at 
home: Make sure that your child is holding their pen or pencil correctly when they write and encourage 
them to use the same cursive handwriting style we use in school. 
 
In Maths, the children who are making the best progress in catching up are those who have learnt their 
times tables and number bonds. The best way to do this is lots of repetitive practice. We’ve also noticed 
that many children are struggling with problem solving in maths (as this was something which couldn’t 
easily be taught remotely) and we will be focusing on this in class.  How you can help: Make sure that 
your child is completing their Numbots (KS1) or Times Table Rockstars (KS2) for at least 20 minutes 
every week.  
  
Overwhelmingly, children have come back to school happy and ready to learn (and a lot better than 
many experts nationally expected). However, we still have a big job to do to make sure that our children 
catch up with the work they’ve missed and, you as parents, are our main (and most important) partners 
in this.   

TimesTables 
Rockstars! 
 
Well done to Miss 
Coleman’s Top Rockers 
this week! These 3 
students have accessed 
TT Rockstars the most out of everyone in the whole 
school this week: 

1. Austin – King NO 
2. Jayson – Newton GJ 
3. Jenson – Armstrong AC 

Reading  
 
This week’s results are: 
 
Armstrong JJ – 73% 
Armstrong RF – 66% 
Armstrong AC – 76% 
Newton SM – 69% 
Newton  GJ – 86% 
King NO – 72% 
King JC – 63% 
 
Well done to Newton GJ for being this week’s 
champions! 
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Black History Month  
 
Next week we will be 
launching our learning 
on Black History.  As a 
school we are keen to 
celebrate this 
throughout the whole 
year and not just in 
October.  Each term we 
will be learning about 
inspirational people, 
celebrating their 
achievements and 
exploring important 
historical events and 
moments in history.  We 
look forward to sharing 
our learning with you. 

Lunches 

 

Thank you for your 
feedback about the fish 
fingers in children’s 
lunches. We have 
checked and found that 
there was a problem 
with our delivery. We 
would like to reassure 
you that this wasn’t 
planned and from this 
point on fish fingers will 
be available for two 
weeks (Fridays) out of 
three. Please do check 
the menu to make sure 
that this choice is 
available before 
ordering. Thank you. 

New Track from the 
PTA 
 
We were concerned 
that our new one-way 
system for parents and 
children to enter and 
leave school might be 
difficult to walk on after 
a few weeks of rain and 
would pose a health 
and safety risk to our 
parents. 
 

We are very grateful that the PTA have helped out 
by funding and installing the fabulous track that you 
can now see, stretching out from the Daily Mile 
track to the carpark. Please use the track on your 
way out of school to keep yourselves safe and keep 
your feet dry! 

School Census  
 
Thank you to 
everyone who took a 
school meal on the 
census.  
 
We really do 

appreciate your support and it does help our 
funding. Many thanks.   

 Coats 
 
Now the weather has taken a 
turn for the worse, please 
ensure your child comes into 
school with a coat along with a 
jumper. We really want to take 

the children out but it is difficult to do so if they aren’t 
prepared with the right clothing.  
 
Don’t forget to put names in their coats and hats so 
we know where to return items if they’re left. 

Virtual Visit for 
2021 Reception 
Parents 
 
As we were sadly 
not able to invite 
parents in to look 
around the school and meet us in person, we 
instead created a virtual tour, followed by a virtual 
meeting with staff. 
 
You can take a look at our virtual tour on the school 
website, here. A big thank you to all the staff and 
children who took part, we think the school looks 
great!  

 

 Data collection Sheets  
 
You will have received your child’s data collection 
sheet home. These were due back on the 25th 
September but will still have a number 
outstanding.   
Please can you check that you have returned 
yours and if not, please bring it in as soon as you 
can.  
 
Many thanks. 
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Arts Day  
 
Last week, during arts day the children made clay 
hearts. This week we have been busy painting the 
hearts .Each year group was given a colour so we 
can create a rainbow out of hearts! We thought 
about the amazing NHS and this terms school 
value friendship. We are going to make a mobile 
out of the hearts to hang in the reflection garden, 
but before we display it at school the mobile will be 
exhibitioned around all the schools in the alliance. 

  

 

Seacole Reading 
 
This week, Seacole were very lucky to receive their 
free books from the Book Trust. The book is called 
‘The Run Away Pea’ and it provides a great 
opportunity to help your child rhyme. We hope you 
enjoy the story and look forward to seeing pictures 
of you reading together on Tapestry. 
 

 
 

 

The Pucklechurch virtual 10k starts on Sunday  
11th - 31st Oct 2020! Remember to upload a selfie to our 
Facebook page or send your evidence to 
pucklechurch10k@outlook.com to receive your running t-shirt 
and medal. If you complete you’re run and send us your 
evidence on the 11th you will be automatically entered into a 

prize draw with a chance to win a free place for next year’s Pucklechurch 10k! Good luck!  
 
If your child has entered our colour run they should be bringing home their pack from school on Friday! 
In there are their medals and an info sheet full of fun ideas to try at home!  
 
We’ve come up with some creative ideas to help you plan your virtual colour run and have heaps of fun 
along the way! 
 

Running Ideas: Pick your challenge or create your own to earn your medal! You could share 
your experience and run with friends or family! Here are some running ideas: 
 

The Minute Challenge: Run for one minute for each year of your age! (so if you’re 6, run for 6 
minutes) 
 

The KM Challenge: Run half a kilometre for each year of your age! (so if you’re 6, run 3km) 
 

The Distance Challenge: Set a distance that will challenge you and work towards it. Train once or 
twice a week for a couple of weeks to meet your goal! 5k is a massive achievement! 
 

The Personal Challenge: Set yourself a challenge! 
 
Good Luck and Happy Running! 
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You can now order uniform from: http://www.initiallyyours.co.uk 
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